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Shaping the 21st Century
student experience at 

regional universities

There will be 
opportunities 
for robust and 

stimulating 
discussion, and all 

participants will 
be provided with 
a comprehensive 

package of 
materials.

• New information 
about the experiences 
and success of students 
at regional universities in 
Australia;

• Understanding of the 
innovative practices used in 
eight regional universities 
to positively shape the 
student experience; and

• Ideas about how these 
practices could be applied 
in other settings.

• Key data about the 
student experience;

• Good practice vignettes 
that can be adapted for 
your context; and

• Strategic imperatives 
and recommendations for 
the sector and national 
government.

WHY YOU SHOULD COME
We will share...

WHAT WILL BE PRESENTED
We will explore…

You are warmly invited to participate in our National Symposium 
which is the culminating event for this project.



Institution Name Role Case Study Theme

Charles Sturt 
University

Prof Andrew Vann Reference Group Chair
Workplace learning shapes the 
student experienceMs Liz Smith Institutional Project Leader

Ms Suellen Priest Project Officer

CQUniversity

Prof Hillary Winchester Reference Group Member
Early people-rich intervention improves 
transition and first year retentionProf Denise Wood Institutional Project Leader

Ms Robyn Bailey Project Officer

Federation 
University 
Australia

Prof Marcia Devlin Reference Group Member

Student support promotes 21st Century 
student engagement in a regional context

Assoc Prof Nina Fotinatos Institutional Project Leader
Dr Sylwia Wojtaszek Early Career Academic
Dr Briony Supple Project Officer

James Cook 
University

Prof Sally Kift Reference Group Member
Peer support and advising enhance the 
student experienceDr Kathryn Meldrum Institutional Project Leader

Mr Richard Webb Project Officer

Southern Cross 
University

Prof Bill MacGillivray Reference Group Member
Enabling pathways lead to 
successful outcomesProf Janet Taylor Institutional Project Leader

Ms Tina van Eyk Project Officer

University of 
New England

Prof Catherine MacKenzie Reference Group Member

Citizenship and graduate attributes
enrich the student experience

Ms Alicia Zikan Institutional Project Leader
Assoc Prof Tony Marks Institutional Project Co-Leader
Mr Ed Campbell Project Officer

University of 
Southern 
Queensland

Mr Carl Rallings Reference Group Member Embedded and scaffolded course design 
enhances students’ online 
learning experiences

Prof Jill Lawrence Institutional Project Leader
Ms Leanne Ploetz Project Officer

University of the 
Sunshine Coast

Prof Birgit Lohmann Reference Group Member
Work integrated learning enhances graduate 
capabilities, employment and 
career opportunities

Assoc Prof Jennifer Rowe Institutional Project Leader
Ms Sam Edwards Early Career Academic
Ms Melissa Innes Project Officer

PhillipsKPA Dr Craig McInnis Reference Group Member Director, PhillipsKPA
RUN Dr Caroline Perkins Reference Group Member Executive Director, RUN
OLT Dr Garry Allan Reference Group Member and Project Evaluator

Time Activity
09:15 Registration, Morning tea

09:45
Welcome and introduction - Professor Andrew Vann, Vice-Chancellor 
and President, Charles Sturt University; Project Reference Group Chair
Project overview and key findings: Project Leadership Team

11:00
Panel 1: Practices that enhance the student experience:
Findings from the case studies
Provocation and discussion

12:30 Lunch

13:15
Panel 2: Practices that enhance the student experience: 
Findings from the case studies
Provocation and discussion

15:00
Project recommendations and imperatives for action:
Project Leadership Team
Wrap up and close

15:30 Afternoon tea

University of the Sunshine Coast
Prof Karen Nelson (Project Co-Leader)
Ms Kylie Readman (Project Co-Leader)
Dr Ian Stoodley (Project Manager)

PROGRAM
PROJECT LEADERSHIP TEAM

PROJECT PARTNERS

Ian Stoodley 
e: istoodle@usc.edu.au

http://shapingtheregionalstudentexperience.
com.au/national-symposium/

PROJECT 
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Funded by the Australian Government 
Office for Learning and Teaching.


